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REGION’S LARGEST POWWOW COMING TO UM APRIL 20-22 
MISSOULA—
The public is invited to share in the celebration of American Indian heritage and artistry 
during the 39th annual Kyi-Yo Powwow Friday through Sunday, April 20-22, at The University
of Montana.
The region’s largest powwow will kick off with a grand entry featuring dancers in
traditional dress at 7 p.m. Friday, April 20, in the Adams Center.
The theme of this year’s powwow is “Keeping Traditions Alive by the Tracks We Leave
Behind.”
Powwow events will be held from 7 to 11 p.m. Friday, from 10 a.m. to 11 p.m. Saturday 
and from 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. Sunday in the Adams Center. Grand entries will take place at noon
and at 7 p.m. Saturday and at 1 p.m. Sunday.
Admission is free for children 7 and under and seniors 55 and older and S5 tor others. 
Students with ID cards get a $2 discount. Tickets are available at the door, and weekend passes 
are an option.
Events during the three-day powwow offer community members a chance to enjoy the 
skills and artistry of champion American Indian dancers and drummers from across the region.
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Earl Old Person of Browning and Thomas Morning Owl of Pilot Rock, Ore., will serve 
as this year’s masters of ceremonies.
Arena director is Big Wind Windy Boy of Billings. The Dry Lake drumming group of 
Fort Belknap will host drum events. Head woman dancer is Manina Shawl of Browning. Dustin 
Whitford of Rocky Boy will serve as head man dancer.
Drumming contests will be held throughout the three-day event. Drummers who wish to 
compete must pay a $25 registration fee, which includes weekend passes.
Dances include the Kyi-Yo honoring special, men’s chicken dance, women’s jingle and 
traditional dances, and junior girls’ fancy special.
Following are additional events held in conjunction with this year’s powwow:
■ Jordan Carlson Memorial Scholastic Bowl — 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. Thursday, April 19, in the 
University Center, third floor.
■ Missoula Indian Youth Conference — 8 a.m. to 4 p.m. Friday, April 20, in the University 
Center, third floor.
■ Kyi-Yo Feed — begins at 5 p.m. Saturday, April 21. Location to be announced at the 
powwow.
■ Bonnie Heavy Runner Memorial Tipi Race -- Open to three-person teams. Will take place 
during the dinner break at 5 p.m. Saturday, April 21, in the playing fields next to the 
Adams Center.
■ Kyi-Yo Health Fair — during powwow hours in the Adams Center.
The annual powwow is organized by UM’s Kyi-Yo Native American Student 
Association. All events are drug- and alcohol-free.
A full schedule of events is online at http://www.umt.edu/kyiyo/powwow.htm.
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